FOCUS ON:

Tampa units benefit from DLA

Energy course

By Ronnie Brock
DLA Energy Americas East

Fuels professionals at the Defense Fuel Support
Point Tampa and MacDill Air Force Base, Fla.,
honed their emergency response skills, Nov.
3-4, as part of a course offered by the Defense
Logistics Agency Energy. The two-day course,
held at the Florida facilities, included a spill
response exercise.

The annual course, presented by Spectra
Tech/Ensafe Joint Venture, a DLA Energy
support contractor, helps military Service fuel
facilities meet requirements of the Oil Pollution
Act of 1990. It helps ensure those who handle
defense fuels are current in safe handling tech-
niques, legal requirements and spill response
procedures—protecting both the environment and
fuels personnel. The course is customized to specific
facilities and operations to ensure maximum ap-
plicability for the participants. It includes classroom
discussion and outdoor, hands-on experience.

DFSP Tampa is a government-owned, contractor-
operated facility located on MacDill AFB. Operated by
Hawthorne Services, the facility stores around 6 mil-
lion gallons of JP8 jet fuel and is resupplied by ocean
barge and tankers.

The DFSP ships an average of 1.6 million gal-
lons monthly via pipeline to MacDill AFB and tank
truck to six other customers in Florida—Patrick AFB,
Northrop-Grumman in support of federal programs,
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Clearwater Coast
Guard Station, and sheriffs’ offices in Osceola and
Brevard Counties. Two DLA Energy quality assurance
representatives, Ronnie Brock and Air Force Tech.
Sgt. Ted Davis, monitor the transfer of fuels and en-
sure the fuel received and issued from the DFSP meets
all applicable quality specifications.

The training included a review of the DFSP’s facil-
ity response plan, called the Red Plan. The facilitators
helped students evaluate the plan’s effectiveness and

procedures. Students also reviewed the storage location
and operation procedures for emergency response equip-
ment.

On the second day, the group initiated a medium-
sized spill scenario to train students and evaluate Haw-
thorne Services’ capabilities to contain the spill and
prevent it from reaching navigable waters. In the sce-
nario a fuel line on the truck loading rack has ruptured.
Because the peninsula on which the DFSP is located is
close to waterways leading to Old Tampa Bay, the goal is
to minimize or stop the movement of the spill in the sur-
rounding waterway leading to the bay.

Hawthorne Services operator’s responded effectively
to the scenario. Wearing Tyvek coveralls, goggles and
chemical resistant boots and gloves, the team employed
a front end loader and containment booms and pads to
contain the “spill” on the DFSP grounds. They also estab-
lished some new ways to contain spills within the tank
farm area and prevent the spill from entering the waters
of Tampa Bay. Among other methods, the response team
used plywood to prevent flow through culverts and a
Bobcat to move dirt into the ditch, creating a dam.

“Every year we learn something new,” said John
Deininger, the DFSP’s terminal superintendent.
Representatives from MacDill AFB’s environmental,



Below: John Deininger, terminal superintendent of Defense
Fuel Support Point Tampa, directs others’ attention as part
of a strategy session during a fuel spill response exercise on
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., Nov. 4. Other exercise partici-
pants in the foreground, from the left, are Tech. Sgt. Lonnie
Ulrich, the base’s non-commissioned-officer-in-charge of
Fuels Compliance; Lloyd Savage, a security guard for DFSP
operator Hawthorne Services; and Donald Martin, an environ-

were also able to participate in the training and the spill
exercise. Participants from MacDill AFB said the exercise
helped them realize they are an important reach-back
source for booms and other spill response equipment.
Also, both DFSP and MacDill AFB representatives ex-
perienced first-hand how critical it is for base and DFSP

Left: Pete Fells positions a Bobcat loaded with dirt to create
a dam in a nearby ditch during a spill response exercise at
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., Nov. 4. The exercise was part
of Defense Logistics Agency Energy-sponsored annual fuel
safety training. Fells is Defense Fuel Support Point Tampa’s
assistant terminal superintendent for Hawthorne Services.
Photo courtesy of Spectra Tech/Ensafe.

mental protection specialist from Defense Logistics Agency
Energy’s headquarters at Fort Belvoir, Va. In the background,
from the left, are Kris Fells, a DFSP fuels distribution system
operator, and one of the course instructors, engineer Larry
Bowers. DLA Energy contractor Spectra Tech/Ensafe leads
the two-day annual course for DFSPs around the world. Photo
courtesy of Spectra Tech/Ensafe.

response plans to complement each other.

“This training is a great example of how DLA takes
a proactive, preventative approach to protecting the
environment while supporting the warfighter,” said DLA
Energy Americas East Commander Army Lt. Col. Keith
Sylvia. “It’s stewardship at its best.” i
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