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By Ron Nelson

Marine
Corps Base 1i Nov. 18 for
the grand opening of a Defense
Logistics Agency Energy-
funded E85 fuel dispensing
4 station. The ribbon-cutting
ceremony marked the first
time an E85 fuel dispens-
, ing station has come
online at a military in-
~stallation in the Pacific
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“We are proud to collaborate with Marine Corps
Base Hawaii and our industry partners to bring the first
E85 station to Hawaii. This is just one more step on the
continuing journey to reduce our dependence on fos-
sil fuels,” Navy Capt. Kevin Henderson, commander of
DLA Energy Pacific said as he snipped the ribbon with
Marine Corps Base Hawaii Commanding Officer Col.
Robert Rice.

E85 is a blend of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent
gasoline. Ethanol fuel is a sustainable energy resource
intended to provide a more environmentally and eco-
nomically friendly alternative to fossil fuels such as
diesel and gasoline. Unlike petroleum, ethanol can be
produced from agricultural feedstocks such as sugar
cane, potato, manioc and corn.

“We are excited to lead the way in conservation, and
it is a great privilege to have the first shipment of E85
come to our base,” said Rice. “The use of E85 alternative
fuel along with 70 flex fuel vehicles, three hybrids and
20 electric carts, will drive Marine Corps Base Hawaii’s
carbon footprint lower and decrease our reliance on
imported oil.”

The alternative fuel project was funded by DLA
Energy’s Sustainment, Restoration and Modernization
program, and DLA Energy contracted for more than
130,000 gallons of E85 to be delivered to the base.

“With this station up and operational, Marine Corps
Base Hawaii hopes that it will be a model that will help
pave the way for wider use of E85 in both state and

federal governments in Hawaii,” said Cmdr. Robert
Michels, supply officer at Marine Corps Base Ha-
waii.

“Other federal agencies have inquired about
using the station; we have said yes to all in hope to
support their mission,” Michels said.

Fulfilling its commitment to provide effective
and efficient energy solutions for the warfighter in
the Pacific region, DLA Energy Pacific is helping
the base meet environmental goals in other ways
as well. It is converting a 12,000-gallon diesel tank
for B20 usage at the installation, and has already
awarded a contract for more than 460,000 gallons
of B20 product to be delivered when that tank con-
version is completed. B20 is a biodiesel fuel that is
an effective substitute for diesel and will be used in
tactical and government vehicles.

DLA Energy continues to provide support to the
Department of Defense’s efforts to reduce the car-
bon footprint and dependence on foreign oil. The
use of E85 and flex fuel vehicles supports the base’s
goal of reducing energy consumption by at least 10
percent by summer 2011.

This alternative fuel program was established
through close collaboration between representa-
tives of DLA Energy, Naval Supply Systems Com-
mand and the base.

“DLA Energy’s expertise in acquisition, logistics
and energy technology ensured the right solution
for Marine Corps Base Hawaii,” said Hender-

son.

[Contributing to this article were Krista
Ludwigsen, Lee Edwards and Greg Coleman
of DLA Energy Pacific.] (ks

Leaders from Defensive Logistics Agency Energy
and Marine Corp Base Hawaii gather Nov. 18 at a
ribbon cutting ceremony marking the opening of
the first E85 dispensing station in Hawaii. The proj-
ect was funded through DLA Energy’s sustainment,
restoration and maintenance fund. DLA Energy
also procures the biofuel blend. Ribbon-cutters
include, from left, Larry Adams, director of Sales
and Marketing for Aloha Petroleum Ltd., supplier of
the E85; Navy Capt. Kevin Henderson, commander
of DLA Energy Pacific; Marine Col. Robert Rice,
commanding officer of MCBH; Wray Matesich,
construction manager for the E85 Project with
Innovative Technical Solutions Inc., and Marine
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