FOCUS ON:

Warfighter Supp

DLA Energy to assume
new mission on Okinawa

A tanker offloads fuel at a single-point mooring off the on Okinawa currently managed by the 505th Quartermaster
coast of Okinawa. The Defense Logistics Agency Energy Battalion.

will soon be assuming responsibility for U.S. fuel operations




By Christopher Goulait
DLA Energy Public Affairs

he Defense Logistics Agency Energy’s mission

to provide quality support to its customers is due

to grow with the agreement to assume the mis-
sion of the 505th Quartermaster Battalion at Okina-
wa, Japan, by March 2013. The 505th Quartermaster
Battalion is responsible for providing bulk petroleum
services for all U.S. military Services and Department
of Defense agencies on Okinawa.

“This transfer of mission is groundbreaking,” said
DLA Energy Japan Commander Air Force Lt. Col.
Carmen Goyette. She highlighted the unique condi-
tions surrounding the mission transfer, including the
transition of a large number of personnel to DLA En-
ergy management and the operation functioning as a
government-owned and government-operated defense
fuel support point.

Around 100 employees are host nation person-
nel funded by the nation of Japan through a Master
Labor Contract, according to DLA Energy Defense
Fuel Support Point Management Deputy Director
Keith Stedman. These employees, along with assigned
Department of Army civilian workers, will transition
to DLA Energy management as part of the transfer,
while the U.S. Army military personnel will be reas-
signed to other missions. The transfer of the existing
Master Labor Contract and Army civilian personnel
will provide the needed continuity to ensure contin-
ued support to the Okinawa customers.

“Our assumption of this mission will allow the
Army to reassign the [more than] 60 military billets to
other missions,” Goyette said. “That is what drove the
Army’s decision to deactivate the 505th Quartermas-
ter Battalion and request that DLA Energy assume the
mission”

DLA Energy conducted an economic analysis to
determine the best course of action for continued pe-
troleum, oil and lubricant support on Okinawa.

“This new mission is precedent setting for DLA

Energy, as it will be the first defense fuel support
point operated by DLA civil servants under the opera-
tional control of DLA Energy,” Goyette said. “Previ-
ously, we have contracted for the operation of defense
fuel support points but have never actually had DLA
employees turn valves, energize pumps or gauge
tanks.”

“This will be a different sort of transition, simply
because this will be a government-owned, govern-
ment-operated DLA Energy support point,” said Sted-
man. “A lot of the forward planning will take place out
of DLA Energy Pacific.”

“We accepted the mission because it’s in the best
interest of the government—since it makes economic
sense,” he explained. “This is just an expansion of the
DLA Energy mission.”

“Based on DLA precedence and our Executive
Agent role, we feel this mission transfer is consistent
with our mission to provide the Department of De-
fense and other government agencies with compre-
hensive energy solutions in the most effective and
efficient manner possible,” said Goyette in a similar
statement. “We anticipate no great affect to our cur-
rent operations, as DLA Energy Japan already works
with the 505th Quartermaster Battalion as a govern-
ment-owned, government-operated defense fuel sup-
port point.”

A memorandum of agreement is being drafted
between DLA Energy and the Army to determine the
specifics of the mission transfer. Additionally, regular
site visits and monthly teleconferences are sched-
uled to continue through to DLA Energy’s assump-
tion of the mission in March 2013 and the battalion
deactivation in September 2013. DLA Energy Pacific
Commander Navy Capt. Kevin Henderson continued
the series of updates by briefing DLA Energy senior
leadership Dec. 17.

“Ultimately, we believe we will be able to take
advantage of the natural fit with the other defense fuel
support points on Okinawa to provide the most effec-
tive and efficient energy support to all of our custom-
ers on the island,” said Goyette. ()
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