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Interagency Coordination

HOW TO FIND OUT IF THE SUBJECT OF THE DEBARMENT ACTION DOES BUSINESS WITH OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES

November 29, 2005
http://www.desc.dla.mil/DCM/Files/How%20To%20Find%20Out.doc
Here are eleven resources you can use to find out if a company does business (or is seeking to do business) with one or more agencies of the United States Government.
Basic information regarding contractors can be found at:

1.  The Central Contractor Registration (CCR) is the primary vendor database for the U.S. Federal Government. The CCR collects, validates, stores and disseminates data in support of agency acquisition missions.  Both current and potential government vendors are required to register in CCR in order to do be awarded contracts by the government.  Vendors are required to complete a one-time registration to provide basic information relevant to procurement and financial transactions.  Vendors must update or renew their registration annually to maintain an active status.  CCR validates the vendor’s information and electronically shares the secure and encrypted data with the federal agencies’ finance offices to facilitate paperless payments through electronic funds transfer (EFT).  Additionally, CCR shares the data with government procurement and electronic business systems. Per FAR 4.1102 (October 1, 2003), "Prospective contractors shall be registered in the CCR database prior to award of a contract or agreement."  See FAR 4.1102 for listed exceptions to the CCR registration requirement.
To find out if a company has registered as a prospective Government contractor, go to the CCR website at:  http://www.ccr.gov/ 
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Click the hyperlink on the left side of the page entitled “Search CCR.”  Then type the name of the company in the box entitled “Company Name,” and click in the “Search” box.  The program will tell you whether the company is registered.  If the company is registered, the program will also provide some information about the company.  At the bottom of the search page you can specify whether you want to search only currently registered companies, or those that were formerly registered, as well.
Or, you can directly access the search page (this may work better using the Microsoft Internet Explorer web browser in lieu of Netscape) at:

http://www.bpn.gov/ccrinq/scripts/search.asp
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2.  If you want to determine whether a Department of Defense agency does business with a contractor, you will probably need to determine the contractor’s Contractor And Government Entity (CAGE) Code.  This is a five character identification number used extensively within the Federal Government to identify contractors.  A contractor may be assigned more than one CAGE Code if it operates from separate facilities.
CAGE Codes are now accessible in the Business Identification Number Cross Reference System (BINCS).  The Defense Logistics Information Service (DLIS), which administers the CAGE code system, has placed a CAGE Code search feature on the Internet at the following URL. This will help you determine if a CAGE Code has been assigned to the company.
https://www.bpn.gov/bincs/ 
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BINCS is a search engine of manufacturers and suppliers.  Information in this system is cross-referenced to permit inquiry by CAGE Code, DUNS Number, UPC, company name, phone number, country, SIC Code, and ZIP Code.  Information about the supplier is returned from the CAGE File, the CCR File, the Joint US/Canada Certification Program and UPC data from the Universal Directory of Commercial Items (UDCI).  BINCS provides linkages to each of these source systems for an expanded view of the trading partner's profile.

You can search using a number of parameters, including using the exact or partial company name, CAGE Code, DUNS Number and other criteria.  You can start your search at this URL if you want to mark the exact search page:

https://www.bpn.gov/bincs/begin_search.asp
Searching on a partial name will bring up multiple records:
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Once you click on the CAGE Code of your choice, you will be able to access the CAGE record for that company as well as hyperlinking to other data from other databases.
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You can then access the link to the Central Contractor Registry (CCR) entry for the contractor:
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If the company is located outside the United States please view "Tips for Companies located outside the U.S." for additional background information, found at:

http://www.ccr.gov/vendor.asp#7
3.  The Small Business Administration (SBA)'s Dynamic Small Business Search, formerly known as PRONET, is an Internet-based database of information on more than 195,000 small, disadvantaged, 8(a), HUBZone, and women-owned businesses.  It is free to federal and state government agencies as well as prime and other contractors seeking small business contractors, subcontractors and/or partnership opportunities.  SBA's Dynamic Small Business Search is open to all small firms seeking federal, state and private contracts.

SBA's Dynamic Small Business Search is accessible at:
http://dsbs.sba.gov/dsbs/dsp_dsbs.cfm
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You can use the block towards the bottom of the SBA's Dynamic Small Business Search page entitled “Searching for a specific firm (use ONE of the following)” to search by name, CAGE Code, or DUNS Number.  The screen print below shows the bottom of the search page where the block is located:
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The SBA's Dynamic Small Business Search is also linked on the bottom of the CCR website as indicated in the screen capture below.
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On April 18, 2005, the CCR announced that the U.S. Small Business Administration will begin using its Small Business Logic to determine the small business status of companies registered in the CCR.  A notice went out to every company registered in CCR, informing them of the change. This is expected to improve accuracy and reduce previously required data input. Companies will no longer be required to populate the SBA Cerified Small Disadvantaged Business, SBA Certified 8(a), and SBA Certified HUB Zone business type fields in the CCR. The SBA will also indicate a firm's small business size status in relation to each North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code listed, which is based upon the total revenue and number of employees for the concern, including all its affiliates, as indicated in its Trading Partner Profile.
In addition, the CCR system will begin using only 2002 NAICS codes for the Construction, Wholesale Trade, Retail Trade, or Information Services sectors.  Through these changes, the SBA expects to provide accurate data regarding the firms SBA has certified as small disadvantaged business concerns, 8(a) Development Program business concerns, and HUBZone business concerns.
Firms are still allowed to list themselves as SDBs in CCR. However, in order to receive a Price Evaluation Preference on a Federal solicitation or to be counted as an SDB subcontractor towards a Prime Contractor's SDB goals, firms must be certified by SBA, i.e., CCR information which has not been certified by the Small Business Administration cannot be relied on to establish SDB status.
For more information on SBA's SDB certification qualifications, please visit http://www.sba.gov/sdb (shown in the screen print below)
Note:  If the URL above does not permit hot-linking from outside the website, you can access the SDB webpage (shown below) by using the dropdown menu on the upper left side of the SBA home page at:  http://www.sba.gov 
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4.  You may wish to contact the contracting, small business, or legal office at your agency or installation to see if they have a list of the companies that have contracts with your agency, or if they have a database from which they can print such a list.
Current and recent contract information can be found at:
5.  The DLA Procurement Gateway was established as an integrated collection of automated systems providing oversight for the management of procurement data from Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) Supply Centers.  Current contract action information for items which have not yet transferred to the DLA Business System Modernization (BSM) Program is available on the DLA Procurement Gateway and will continue to be found there until DLA fully converts to BSM (see Item #10).  This conversion is not scheduled to be completed until late 2006.
The Procurement Gateway allows prospective government contractors to perform comprehensive and detailed searches against Request for Quotation (RFQ) and Award documents.  Flexible search options permit the user to identify RFQs and Awards using a variety of search criteria including:
	· Solicitation Number 

· Keywords 

· Data Ranges 
	· Purchase Request Number (YPI) 

· National Stock Number (NSN) 

· Federal Supply Class (FSC) 


For instance, you may search for all awards made to a particular CAGE Code, or all awards made for a particular National Stock Number (NSN).
The search function for DLA Awards for contract numbers starting with the letters “SPO” is found at the following URL:
http://progate.daps.dla.mil/home/
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» The Procurement Gateway is an integrated collection of automated systems providing oversight for the management of procurement data. The
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To search for DLA awards, click on the awards link in the middle of the page.  This website does not include solicitations and award data for the Defense Energy Support Center (DESC), however.  At present, DESC contracts are recorded on the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) Contract Action Reporting System (DCARS).  See Item #10 for more information on DCARS.  Depending on the particular procurement program, solicitations and contract award information may be available on the DESC website.  For further information, contact Christine Poston at (703) 767-5020 or Christine.Poston@dla.mil . 

6.  The Defense Supply Centers at Columbus (DSCC), Richmond (DSCR), and Philadelphia (DSCP) use both the DLA Procurement Gateway and the DLA-BSM Internet Bid Board System (DIBBS).  DIBBS is a web-based application that provides the capability to search for, view, and submit secure quotes on Requests For Quotations (RFQs) for items of supply included in the DLA Business System Modernization (BSM) Program.  BSM is a strategy for replacing mission-critical legacy systems with an enterprise business system based on commercially available off-the-shelf software.  The BSM strategy is an integral part of DLA's ongoing logistics transformation, represented by partnerships and improved cooperation with both customers and suppliers.  DIBBS also allows users to search and view Request For Proposals (RFPs), Invitations For Bid (IFBs), Awards and other procurement information related to BSM.
The search function for BSM awards for DSCC, DSCR, and DSCP, which are identifiable by a contract number starting with “SPM” instead of “SPO”, is found at:

https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/Awards/ 
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7.  The Defense Reutilization & Marketing Service does not use the DLA Procurement Gateway.  It uses the FedBizOpps website, instead.  Effective January 1, 2002, the FedBizOpps (FBO) database has replaced the Commerce Business Daily (CBD). This new FBO/CBD database is identical to the old CBD format.

It can be found at the following URL:  http://www.cbd-net.com/
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Historical and statistical information on contractors can be found at
8.  The DoD Standards of Conduct Office (DoD/GC-SOCO) has posted on its website a list of all companies who had more than $25,000 in contracts with DoD in FY 2004.  The list can be used when reviewing financial disclosure forms (to determine if a company is a DoD contractor).  It can also be used when applying ethics regulations that deal with "prohibited sources," such as the rules on gifts from outside sources (5 CFR 2635.202) or the rules on fundraising in a personal capacity (5 CFR 2635.808).  There are more than 75,000 companies on the list.  The list (in .pdf format) is on the SOCO website at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/resource_library/contractors04.pdf 
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9.  If you’re in the Department of Defense (these DoD lists may only be accessible to those with a dot mil Internet address), and you want a list of the 50 or 100 companies that do the most business with a given DoD agency, go to the website of the Washington Headquarters Services Directorate for Information Operations and Reports.  This Directorate’s home page is at:

http://web1.whs.osd.mil/  
and the list of top 100 companies by dollar volume can be found at:


http://web1.whs.osd.mil/peidhome/procstat/p01/fy2004/top100.htm

There are a number of lists on this website.  For example, there is a list of the 100 parent companies that received the highest dollar amount of contracts from DoD in the latest fiscal year, going back to FY 1996.  You can get to this website at this address:
http://web1.whs.osd.mil/peidhome/procstat/procstat.htm
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There are several general interest queries that one can obtain from this site:
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10.  If you want to determine whether a particular company is doing business with your Federal agency or military installation, you can also go to the website of the GSA’s Federal Procurement Data System (FPDS).  FPDS was formerly known as the Federal Procurement Data Center (FPDC).
The homepage for the system is at:   https://www.fpds.gov/  (the address is case sensitive).
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FPDS-NG is a very useful tool.  After registration (it is open to the public for read-only data searches) you can see with which federal agencies a given vendor is doing business, or has done business in the past.  Approximately 65 Executive Branch agencies (including DoD) report all, or at least some, of their procurement contract obligations to FPDS-NG.  However, the Legislative Branch, the Judicial Branch, and the Postal Service do not.
Not all DOD procurement systems are currently fully integrated into FPDS-NG.  Nonetheless, this is the goal that has been mandated.  On January 24, 2005, Deidre Lee, Director, DPAP, issued a memorandum updating the status of the Department of Defense (DoD) transition to FPDS-NG.  DoD contracting activities will continue to use DD Form 350s to report contract actions greater than $2,500 through FY05.
Defense Energy Support Center personnel will continue to use its existing process that utilizes Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) Contract Action Reporting System (DCARS).  DCARS will feed DESC data to DoD's Statistical Information and Analysis Division (SIAD) [formerly the Directorate for Information Operations and Reports (DIOR)]. SIAD will feed DoD data into FPDS-NG but there are some IT technical problems which are precluding a full download from DIOR into FPDS-NG at present.  
The FPDS contains approximately 50 data elements for approximately 500,000 transactions each year that exceed $25,000.  The website states that “legacy” contract information going back to 1979 has now been entered into the system.  The FPDS also collects summary information for approximately 17 million smaller transactions.  Each Federal fiscal year begins on October 1 of one calendar year and ends on September 30 of the year indicated.
As of August 2005, FPDS has data current as of FY 2003.  However, as shown below, experienced users can search the raw data for FY 2004 and some of FY 2005 at the following webpage:

http://www.fpdsng.com/ddps  
Note:  The URL above does not permit linking from outside the website, so you have to access from the FDPS-NG Data Archives link located at the top center of the homepage.
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Information on grant and financial aid recipients can be found at:
11.  Federal, State, and Local Governments’ Federal Assistance Award Data System (FAADS)
http://www.census.gov/govs/www/faads.html
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After the close of each quarter of the Federal fiscal year, the Federal Assistance Award Data System
(FAADS) produces a file of standardized data records on all types of financial assistance awards made by
Federal agencies to all types of recipients during the indicated quarter. Each Federal fiscal year begins on
October 1 of one calendar year and ends on September 30 of the year indicated ||
Each transaction record identifies, by the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) program code
number and name, the type and amount of financial assistance, the type and location of the recipient and the
geographic place of performance. The recipient name and other selected data fields are blank in county-area
summary records.
The recipient location and place of performance are identified by name and by the geographic code for the
statefterritory, county area andior place. The Federal agency that made each award is identified by code and
by name. Programs notlisted in the Catalog are identified by a similarly constructed pseudocode. Each
record also contains information on the date of the transaction, as well as the scheduled start date and end
date of the project or the award.
For more detailed information on the contents of the FAADS data record and files, please consult the
appropriate FAADS User Guide listed below.
Years Available “The dats fies and the table for sl fourquares of FY 2002 and quatrs 1,2 and 3 for Y 2003 ware revised sz
M ol 2008
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The Federal Assistance Award Data System (FAADS) is a central collection of selected, computer-based data on Federal financial assistance award transactions, compiled quarterly.  Each standard record is identified as being one of two possible types: county aggregate and action-by-action.  Each action-by-action record contains such items as the name and location of the recipient (but not the address), the amount of awarded or amended Federal assistance (usually on the basis of the obligated amount), the program under which the award was made, and a project description.  After the close of each quarter of the Federal fiscal year, FAADS produces a file of standardized data records on all types of financial assistance awards made by Federal agencies to all types of recipients during the indicated quarter.  Each Federal fiscal year begins on October 1 of one calendar year and ends on September 30 of the year indicated. 

Each transaction record identifies, by the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) program code number and name, the type and amount of financial assistance, the type and location of the recipient and the geographic place of performance.  The recipient name and other selected data fields are blank in county-area summary records.   The website contains a user guide accessible via Adobe Acrobat software.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This handout has been adapted from information first provided in 1998 by Mark Stone of AFMC.  Thanks to Mr. Stone for his inspiration.

If you discover that any of these links do not work, please notify me at Christine.Poston@dla.mil and provide the information regarding the Internet Uniform Resource Locator (URL) concerned so that I may update this handout.

� Please note that there are two underscores in the Internet address [between the words defense and ethics {defense_ethics} and between the words resource and library {resource_library}].
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